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III. Vocation as the Setting for Purpose 

Vocation counters the materialism and self-centeredness of economic pursuits by giving them a new 
meaning and a new orientation. Similarly, vocation also transforms other social relationships, such as the 

nature of authority . . . [It] is not a matter of exercising power over them. Rather, authority must be used in 
love and service to those under authority. Gene Edward Veith Jr. “Working for Our Neighbor” 

 

A. To a Startling Degree 

He has brought down rulers from their thrones but has lifted up the humble. Luke 1:52 

Luther’s doctrine of ‘vocation’ may be one of his most original contributions to understanding 
the spiritual life. If he is critical of mystical ascents to the divine, insisting instead that God 
descends to the sinner in the means of grace, Luther goes on to lay the groundwork for what 
might be called a mysticism of ordinary life. If he denies that salvation is a result of our good 
works, insisting that forgiveness is a free gift, Luther’s doctrine of vocation gives good works a 
very different spiritual significance. If he sometimes minimizes human beings as radically sinful 
and limited, in his doctrine of vocation, he exalts human beings to a startling degree. In the 
doctrine of vocation, spirituality is brought down to earth to transfigure our practical, everyday 
life.  Gene Edward Veith Jr. “The Spirituality of the Cross”  

 

B. A Christological Endeavor  

The King will reply, “I tell you the truth, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers 
of mine, you did for me.” Matthew 25:34-40 

We tend to assume that the Bible here is using human institutions and relationships—marriage, 
fatherhood—as figures of speech to help us understand something about God and spiritual 
reality. The human relationships are the primary reality, which can help us understand by 
analogy, certain spiritual truths. The doctrine of vocation, however, encourages us to reverse the 
analogy. The primary reality is in God. Our Father in heaven is the true father, of which earthly 
fathers are pale reflections. Christ is the true son. Christ’s relationship with the church is the true 
marriage. It isn’t like Christ is like a bridegroom; he is the bridegroom. Earthly bridegrooms are 
like Christ. The spiritual realities can help us understand something about human relationships. 
Gene Edward Veith Jr. & Mary Moebre “Family Vocation” 
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C. Human Dignity 

When Jesus saw this, he was indignant. He said to them, “Let the little children come to me, and 
do not hinder them, for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these.” Mark 3:14 

In this faith all works become equal, and one work is like the other; all distinctions between 
works fall away, whether they be great, small, long, many, or few. For the works are acceptable 
not for their own sake but because of faith, which is always the same and lives and works in each 
and every work without distinction. Martin Luther “Treatise on Good Works”  

All labor has dignity. Martin Luther King Jr. “All Labor Has Dignity”  

 

D. True Self-Esteem 

Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above, where Christ is 
seated at the right hand of God. Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things. For you 
died, and your life is now hidden with Christ in God. Colossians 3:1-3 

We lapse into debilitating alternatives: fatalism (doing what is required by ‘the forces’ and the 
‘powers’); luck (which denies purposefulness in life and reduces our life to a bundle of accidents); 
karma (which ties performance to future rewards); nihilism (which denies that there is any good 
end to which the travail of history might lead); and the most common alternative today, self-
actualization (in which we invent the meaning and purpose of our lives, making us magicians). 
Paul R. Stevens “The Other Six Days: Vocation, Work, and Ministry in Biblical Perspective” 

 


